[Reconstruction of abdo-perineal resection by Taylor flap: About 68 patients].
Healing after abdomino-perineal resection is often difficult, especially in patients who have undergone radiation therapy. Vaginal reconstruction is also an important issue for the women who undergo this surgery. We describe and analyze here our series of perineal reconstructions with modified Taylor flaps. Between 2010 and 2016, 68 patients (52 women, 16 men) with cancer of the anal canal (53), adenocarcinoma of the lower rectum (9), or other malignant neoplasms of the perineum underwent reconstruction with a rectus abdominis myocutaneous (RAM) flap with an inferior pedicle and an oblique skin paddle. This review of records showed that all patients healed, with a median of 30 days. The reoperation rate was 11.7% including 1 for eventration. The principal causes for delayed healing were scar dehiscence, abscess, and partial necrosis. No flap required removal, however. The mean duration of hospitalization was 23.7 days. Modified Taylor flaps substantially improved the reconstruction of defects resulting from abdomino-perineal resection. They enabled complete and rapid healing with low comorbidity.